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Annual  SR^epovt 

OF  THE 

SYledical  Officer  of  3fealth. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE 

Westhoughton  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen — 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitation  of  the  Urban  District  of  Westhoughton  for  the  year  1914. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  5,554  acres,  containing  19  miles  of 
highway.  The  geological  formation  is  boulder  clay  over  coal 
measures. 

The  estimated  population  is  15,400,  equal  to  a  density  of  2*7 

per  acre. 


Y  ear. 

Number  of 
Houses. 

Population 

Av’ge  per 
House. 

Av’ge  per 
Acre. 

1912 

3232 

15100 

4-6 

27 

1913 

3255 

15200 

4-6 

27 

1914 

i 

3265 

15400 

47 

27 

Summary  of  Statistics. 


Vi  ar 

Birth-  Rate 

Death-Rate 

Zymotic 

Phthisis 

Respiratory 

Rate  of  Deaths 
under  i  yr 

1914 

26'8 

14-4 

Death-Rate 

77 

Death-Rate 

•64 

D’th  Rate 

3*4 

Per  1000  births 

II3 

1913 

28*08 

14*6 

I'l 

•46 

3‘3 

170 

Mean  of  lo  years. 

(1904-I915)  289 

16  8 

2*06 

■54 

3'5 

I3I 

Increase  or  decrease  on 

(a)  prev’s  yr.  — 1’28 

- ‘2 

—■33 

+  'i8 

+  'i 

—■57 

(b)  TO  yrs  av.  — 2'i 

-2-4 

— 1*29 

+  T 

—'I 

—  18 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  414,  of 
these  219  were  males  and  195  females.  This  is  equal  to  a  birth-rate 
of  26*8  slightly  lower  than  last  year,  whilst  the  County  Urban  birth¬ 
rate  was  22’4i  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  23*9.  There  are  no 
returns  for  illegitimate  births. 


Year 

Total 

Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Birth-Rate. 

County  Urb’n 
Birth-Rate 

England  & 
Wales 

1910 

440 

232 

208 

27'3 

22*47 

24*8 

I9II 

412 

210 

202 

27*44 

22*88 

24*4 

1912 

398 

180 

218 

26-3 

22*09 

23-8 

1913 

427 

207 

220 

28*08 

22*41 

23'9 

1914 

414 

219 

195 

26‘8 

Deaths. 

During  the  year  there  were  registered  222  deaths  (4  of  these 
were  accidents  of  non-residents),  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  14*4,  as 
against  a  rate  of  i4'6  last  year.  The  County  Urban  death-rate  last 
year  was  14*39. 


Year 

Deaths  under 
I  year 

Total  Deaths 

Death-Rate 

Zymotic 

Death-Rate 

County  Urb’n 
Death-Rate 

Death-Rate 
for  England 
and  Wales 

I9TO, 

48 

195 

12*1 

I*I 

12*8 

i3'4 

I9I  I 

52 

464 

30-6 

2*4 

i5‘33 

14*6 

1912 

51 

216 

15*2 

1-5 

1376 

13*0 

1913 

73 

223 

14*6 

i*i 

H‘39 

134 

1914 

47 

222 

14*4 

77 

• . 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  first  year  of 
life  in  1914  was  47,  as  compared  with  73  last  year,  and  the  last  ten 
years  average  of  63. 

The  rate  per  1,000  births  for  1914  is  113,  as  against  170  in 
1913,  and  134  the  mean  of  ten  years  1904- 1913. 

30  of  the  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  life. 

Of  the  47  deaths  27  were  certified  as  due  to  premature  birth 
or  congenital  causes.  Of  these  27  deaths  no  fewer  than  12  occurred 
during  the  first  week  of  life. 
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Notification  of  Births’  Act. 

The  above  act  has  now  been  adopted  in  this  district  the 
greater  part  of  a  year  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  analysis  of 
the  figures  for  the  year  shows  a  marked  reduction  in  the  Infantile 
death-rate.  How  much  of  the  improvement  may  be  attributed  to  the 
work  of  the  district  nurses  who  act  as  health  visitors  it  is  impossible 
to  say  after  such  a  short  period  of  working — but  the  reduction  augurs 
well  for  the  future. 

I  know  a  lot  of  work  has  been  performed  by  the  nurses  and 
I  am  confident  this  must  lead  to  a  saving  of  child-life  especially  in  the 
early  weeks.  The  systematic  visiting  and  advice  given  have  been 
welcomed  by  the  mothers. 

Records  of  each  case  are  kept,  and  the  information  thus 
collected  will  be  of  great  use  later,  when  we  may  contemplate  enlarg¬ 
ing  our  present  scheme. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  year  the  Committee  will  doubtless 
review  the  working  of  the  act,  and  meantime  little  value  could  be 
placed  on  available  statistics. 

Rate  of  Deaths  under  One  Year  per  1,000  Births. 


Year. 

West- 

houghton. 

County 

Urban 

Eng.  & 
Wales 

1910 

109 

121 

106 

191 1 

125 

148 

130 

1912 

128 

106 

95 

1913 

170 

12^ 

109 

1914 

Average  lo  yrs 

(1904-13) 

134  j 

Zymotic  Disease. 

Although  not  so  marked  as  in  1913  there  has  been  a  continued 
prevalence  of  the  various  diseases  under  this  heading.  At  no  time 
during  the  year  had  we  a  really  serious  epidemic,  yet  on  the  other 
hand  at  no  time  could  w^e  say  that  the  District  was  entirely  free.  If 
one  except  November  and  December  when  there  were  a  number  of  cases 
of  Diphtheria,  the  cases  notified  have  been  distributed  fairly  evenly 
over  the  12  months.  As  in  previous  years  prompt  measures  have  been 
taken  with  a  view  to  preventing  spread  of  these  diseases.  During  the 
summer  the  District  was  inspected  by  Dr.  Macewen  representing  the 
Local  Government  Board,  the  high  zymotic  rate  of  the  last  few  years 
was  partly  responsible  for  his  visit  but  after  spending  the  greater  portion 


of  a  fortnight  here  he  was  unable  to  suggest  anything  in  the  way  of 
prevention  which  had  not  been  already  discussed  at  previous  enquiries. 
Dr.  Macewen  pronounced  himself  satisfied  with  the  general  sanitary 
arrangements  of  the  district. 

There  were  notified  io8  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  compared 
with  144  the  previous  year,  and  a  five  years  average  of  126. 


1914  1913  1912  1911  1910  Average. 

108  144  89  130  161  126 

64  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  notified  38  cases  of  this  disease  which  fortunately 
was  of  mild  type.  North  and  South  Wards  were  the  areas  mainly 
attacked.  32  cases  were  removed  to  the  hospital,  and  one  death 
occurred  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 


Measles. 

During  the  later  part  of  the  year  measles  became  very  pre¬ 
valent  and  in  most  cases  proved  to  be  of  a  virulent  form.  The 
disease  spread  very  rapidly  in  East  Ward  and  it  was  deemed  ad¬ 
visable  to  close  the  White  Horse  School  for  a  period  of  two  weeks. 
There  were  nine  deaths  from  this  disease. 


Enteric  Fever. 

Eleven  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  ten  of  which  were 
removed  to  the  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease 
during  the  year. 

The  various  recommendations  of  the  Special  Sub-Committee 
which  dealt  with  the  prevalence  of  enteric  fever  in  the  district 
have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  and  it  is  at  any  rate  pleasant  to 
reflect  on  fewer  cases  of  enteric  than  in  most  recent  years. 


Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

33  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  of  these  22  were 
removed  to  the  hospital.  Three  cases  ended  fatally. 
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Diarrhoea. 


1  he  district  was  remarkably  free  from  serious  forms  of 
diarrhoea  during  the  year.  Onlv  4  deaths  being  registered  as  due  to 
this  disease. 


Westhoughton 
Diarrhoea 
Year  Death  Rate. 

1910  ...  -02 

1911  '  ...  1-3 

1912  ...  *26 

1913  •••  i'4 

1914  ...  -25 

SmaINpox. 


County  Urban 
Diarrhoea 
Death  Rate. 


England  &  Wales 
Diarrhoea 
Death  Rate, 


*32 

i'5i 

■3T 

■91 


•29 
I '06 
*20 


The  district  was  entirely  free  from  this  disease  during  the 

year. 

1  he  special  Hospital  at  Roger’s  Farm  is  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  It  is  constantly  heated  and  prepared  for  immediate  ad¬ 
mission  of  patients.  There  is  accomodation  for  12  patients. 


Year. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Whooping 

Cough 

Enteric 

Fever 

Diarrhoea 

1914 — Westho’ton  Zymotic 

Death  Rate 

Nil 

•58 

*06 

'19 

•12 

*12 

■25 

1913— 

Nil 

‘026 

■026 

•013 

Nil 

•46 

i'4 

1913 — County  Urban  ,, 

Nil 

0-32 

0‘04 

0*1 1 

0-13 

o‘09 

0*91 

1913  — Eng.  &  Wales  ,, 

o‘oo 

0*28 

0*06 

0‘12 

0*14 

0.04 

o‘35 

'['he  18  deaths  were  distributed  in  the  following  Wards:-- 


Disease.  Central 

Srnall-pox  .  ..  ...  ...  — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  5 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  i 

Diphtheria  &  Memb.  Croup 
Whooping  Cough...  ...  2 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  — 

I'^pidemic  Diarrhoea  ...  — 


North  South  East  Hulton  Total 


3  I  —  —  9 

la  Hospital  3 


3  “  —  —  3 
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Again  during  the  year  specimens  have  been  referred  to  Prof. 
Delepine,  of  Manchester  University,  for  pathological  examination,  the 
result  of  which  has  been  extremely  useful  in  determining  an  early 
diagnosis  in  doubtful  cases. 


Respiratory  Diseases. 

53  deaths  were  due  to  various  Respiratory  diseases  as  against 
51  last  year.  The  death-rate  from  these  diseases  is  3*4  slightly  below 
that  for  the  last  ten  years.  29  deaths  were  caused  by  pneumonia^ 
bronchitis  accounting  for  19  of  the  remainder. 


Phthisis. 

During  the  year  there  were  notified  22  cases  of  this  disease  as 
against  9  last  year.  The  majority  of  the  cases  have  been  notified  in  the 
early  stage  of  the  disease,  the  sufferers  have  in  most  instances  been  ad¬ 
mitted  to  one  of  the  County  Sanitoria  for  treatment.  The  results  have 
been  eminently  satisfactory  and  the  patients  are  kept  under  observation 
after  discharge  from  the  institutions.  Two  sufferers  have  been  provided 
with  special  shelters  for  home  use.  There  have  been  8  deaths  from  the 
disease  during  the  year.  The  affected  houses  have  been  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  disinfected  and  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  disease. 

There  were  also  notified  eight  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 


Westhoughton 

County  Urban 

Westhoughton 

County  Urban 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Phthisis 

Phthisis 

Year  Death-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Death-rate. 

1910  2*4 

2’I7 

•86 

•82 

1911  3'3 

2*39 

■53 

•91 

1912  3-9 

2-64 

■52 

•88 

1913  3’3 

2'5' 

'46 

•84 

1914  3*4 

•52 

Water  Supply. 

The  district 

is  still  supplied 

with  mainland 

upland  water  by 

the  Bolton  Corporation. 

The  water  tower  on  Snydale  Hill  has  been  completed  and  is 
now  in  use.  An  adequate  supply  of  water  is  now  available  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  the  district. 

Owing  to  the  altitude  of  the  tower,  it  has  been  necessary  for 
the  Bolton  Corporation  to  supply  the  water  from  a  higher  reservoir. 
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The  water  has  been  analysed  by  the  County  Analyst,  and  has  been 
reported  as  perfectly  satisfactory.  It  is  three  degrees  softer  than  the 
water  previously  supplied. 

The  total  number  of  houses  supplied  with  water  is  3036, 
the  Bolton  Corporation  supplying  the  remainder  in  the  Hulton 
Ward  district. 

The  total  consumption  for  the  year  was  74,430,000  gallons, 
equal  to  estimated  consumption  of  13*4  gallons  per  head  per  day. 


Milk  Supply. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  district  continue  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  Improvements  as  to  the  lighting,  &c.,  have 
been  made  in  some  instances,  and  inspection  carried  out  regularly. 

The  bake-houses  and  slaughter-houses  are  regularly  visited, 
and  their  condition  is  satisfactory. 


The  Schools. 

d'he  two  new  Council  Schools  mentioned  in  my  last  report 
have  now  been  opened.  Each  is  a  really  up-to-date  building  and  the 
general  and  sanitary  excellence  will,  I  am  sure,  make  for  improved 
health  in  the  scholars.  The  remaining  schools  have  been  inspected 
and  their  sanitary  condition  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  drainage  of  the  district  remains  satisfactory. 


Seweragfe. 

The  district  is  served  by  seven  sections  of  sewers,  and  the 
sewage  is  treated  by  chemicals  and  lime  precipitation  and  irrigation. 

The  first  section  drains  the  whole  of  Daisy  Hill  and  Leigh 
Road,  and  is  delivered  at  Roger’s  Farm  ;  the  second  section  drains 
\\  earish  Lane,  Hart  Common,  Market  Street,  Church  Street,  Bolton 
Road,  Park  Road,  Manchester  Road,  and  part  of  Chorley  Road. 

'Fhe  sewage  is  delivered  at  Roger’s  Farm. 

The  sewage  having  hrst  been  mixed  with  sulphate  of  iron, 
and  then  with  lime,  is  led  into  pr^^cipitating  tanks,  each  with  a 
capacity  of  250,000  gallons.  After  precipitation  the  effluent  is  filteied 
through  coke  breeze  and  then  led  on  to  the  land.  The  effluent  is 
frequently  taken  for  analysis  by  the  Mersey  and  Irw^ell  Water  Board 
Inspector  and  good  results  obtained. 
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The  scheme  mentioned  in  my  last  Report  for  the  extension 
and  the  alteration  in  the  means  of  treatment  of  the  Sewage  at  this 
Farm,  has  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  approved^ 
and  the  work  is  now  being  carried  out. 

The  sewage  from  the  third  section  is  delivered  at  Dog  Holes 
Farm  (21  acres)  and  is  led  on  to  the  land  and  treated  by  irrigation 
alone. 


The  sewage  from  the  fourth  section  (Hart  Common  and  Marsh 
Brook)  is  delivered  at  Marsh  Brook  Farm  (14  acres)  and  treated  by 
irrigation. 

The  fifth  section  draining  part  of  Hulton  Ward  district  now* 
including  the  Hulton  Lane  portion  is  connected  with  the  sewer  of  the 
first  section. 

The  new  sewer  for  draining  the  Hulton  Lane  portion  of 
Hulton  Ward  mentioned  in  my  last  Report,,  has  now  been  completed 
and  is  an  extension  of  the  fifth  section. 

The  sixth  section  draining  the  New  Brook  Road  portion  of 
Hulton  Ward,  is  delivered  into  the  sewers  of  the  Atherton  Urban  District 
Council,  and  treated  by  the  Leigh  and  Atherton  Joint  Sewage  Board 
at  a  yearly  charge  oi  £1  per  house. 

The  seventh  section  drains  the  Dicconson  Lane  portion  of 
North  Ward,  and  is  treated  at  a  small  works  comprising  detritus  and 
septic  tanks  and  percolating  filter. 

The  sewage  system  has  worked  well  during  the  year. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  great  progress  was  made  with 
the  all  important  undertaking  of  converting  privy  middens  to  the  water 
system.  The  rate  of  progress  has  not  been  maintained  during  the  last 
few  months — the  effect  of  the  War  being  indirectly  responsible  for  this 
fact.  In  spite  of  this  153  privies  have  been  converted — a  number  far 
in  excess  of  previous  years.  I  hope  the  council  will  press  on  with  the 
work  which  is  of  supreme  importance. 


Scavengfing’. 

Tiiis  has  received  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Council 
during  the  year  as  a  result  of  which  we  now  have  a  greater  portion  of 
the  work  done  by  the  Council’s  own  workmen.  A  scheme  for  the 
erection  of  a  “  Pulverising  Plant  ”  which  would  be  used  for  treating 
refuse  has  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Regular  visits  have  been  paid  to  these  during  the  year  and 
generally  their  sanitary  condition  has  been  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  domestic  workplaces  and  bakehouses  in  the  district 
continue  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Housing:  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  ten  houses  have  been  erected. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  is  now  3265.  The 
following  shows  the  work  done  in  connection  with  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act : — 

No.  of  houses  inspected  under  and  for  purposes  of  1909  Act  ...  83 

No.  of  houses  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  None 

No.  of  representations  to  local  authority  made  with  a  view  to 

making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

No.  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

No.  of  houses  defects  in  which  were  remedied  without  the 

making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

No.  of  houses  which  after  making  of  closing  orders  were  put 

into  a  fit  state  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  None 

Two  houses  closed  in  1912  have  been  demolished. 

General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist  :  — 

Privy  middens,  dampness,  unpaved  yards,  want  of  cleansing, 
and  general  repairs. 

Again  I  have  pleasure  in  referring  to  the  excellent  work 
carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector.  A  report  on  the  execution  of 
his  duties  will  be  found  appended  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
nearly  1,000  formal  visits  have  been  paid  to  various  undertakings 
during  the  year.  Included  in  the  same  report  is  a  statement  of 
notices  served,  &c. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obediently. 


WILLIAM  H.  LEIGH. 
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March  20th,  1915. 


Sinnual  Report 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  inspector. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE 

Westhoughton  Urban  District  Council, 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of  the  various 
sanitary  duties  performed,  and  the  improvements  carried  out  during 
the  year  1914,  and  also  furnish  the  following  statement  in  accordance 
with  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order  of  December,  1910  : — 

(a)  The  number  and  nature  of  the  inspections  made  during 
the  year : — 

Visits  made  to  houses  where  infectious  cases  have  occurred  137 

Visits  made  to  laying  of  drains  to  new  houses  ...  ...  ...  84 

Visits  made  to  the  opening  up  of  blocked  drains,  the  repairing  and 

re-laying  of  same,  including  visits  to  blocked  water  closets.  244 

Visits  to  re-laying  of  drainscondemned,andsupervisingconnections 

and  laying  of  new  drains  for  water  closets  (conversions)...  349 

Visits  to  bake-houses  S-c.,  under  the  Factory  Act...  ...  ...  4^ 

Visits  to  farms  under  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds’  Order.  ...  ...  115 

Visits  to  slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4^ 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Act.  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Visits  to  houses  undergoing  repairs  under  the  above  ...  ...  46 

No.  of  smcke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

No.  of  milk  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 


Visits  not  included  in  the  foregoing,  are  those  paid  to  scaven¬ 
ging  contractors,  and  to  the  Council’s  own  men  engaged  in  the  empty¬ 
ing  and  cleansing  of  ashpits,  and  the  general  supervision  of  the  work 
the  disposal  of  the  refuse  and  the  visits  to  the  tips ;  also  special 
appointments  and  interviews  with  owners  and  agents  of  property,, 
contractors,  &c.,  with  regard  to  repairs  and  draining  and  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  privies  ;  seeing  to  the  removal  of  patients  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  the  disinfection  of  infected  houses,  and  the  limewashing 
and  cleansing  of  the  same  ;  attending  special  and  other  meetings,  and 
other  various  duties  which  form  the  daily  routine  work  of  a  Sanitary 
official. 


In  the  month  of  June  a  visit  was  paid  by  Dr.  Macewen,  an 
Inspector  from  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  enquire  into  the  out¬ 
break  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  the  high  infantile  death-rate  in  1913. 
The  Inspector  was  here  several  weeks,  and  I  furnished  him  with  all 
the  information  he  required,  and  he  inspected  all  the  books  ;  I  also 
accompanied  him  over  the  whole  of  the  district  and  pointed  out  the 
various  sanitary  improvements  which  had  been  and  were  being  made, 
especially  under  the  Housing  Act  and  the  conversion  of  privies. 


(b)  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  distinguishing 
Statutory  from  Informal  Notices  : — 

Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  under  the 

Nuisance  sections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Under  section  36  P.H.A.  1875,  to  provide  water  closets  ...  ...  i 

„  „  dry  ashpits  and  bins  ...  9 

„  39  P.H.A.A.A.  1907,  to  provide  water  closets  ...  21 

Letters  and  preliminary  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Notices  served  personally  by  the  Inspector  under  the  Housing 

Act,  1909  (notice  to  inspect)  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Notices  served  by  registered  post  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Notices  „  „  „  Housing  and  Town  Planning 

Act,  section  17  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

(cj  The  result  of  the  services  of  such  notices. 

The  thirteen  notices  served  under  the  Nuisances  section  have 
been  complied  with,  the  one  under  (sec.  36)  to  provide  water  closets, 
has  not  yet  been  complied  with,  but  will  shortly  be  so,  as  the  owner 
has  agreed  to  the  Councils’  requirements,  of  the  nine  under  (sec.  36)  to 
provide  dry  ash-pits  or  bins,  five  have  been  complied  with,  two  are 
being  complied  with,  and  two  are  held  over,  of  the  twenty  one  under 
(sec.  39,  1907)  seven  have  been  complied  with,  the  remaining  fourteen, 
to  which  no  objections  have  been  offered,  will  be  dealt  with  in  due 
course. 


Of  the  83  houses  inspected,  74  have  been  put  in  a  satisfactory 
state  of  repair,  8  are  held  over  pending  widening  arrangements  and  the 
remaining  one  has  been  closed  under  sec.  17. 

Of  the  64  houses  remaining  over  in  the  last  Report,  49  have 
been  put  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  repai’*,  the  15  still  remaining  have 
an  open  yard,  which  has  been  put  under  the  Private  Streets  Works  Act, 
and  has  been  scheduled  for  paving,  when  this  is  carried  out,  the  work 
can  be  completed.  Two  houses  closed  in  1912  have  been  demolished. 

153  privies  have  been  converted  during  the  year,  and  although 
the  number  is  far  in  advance  of  former  years,  there  is  still  much  room 
for  improvement  and  Istrust  further  progress  will  be  made  during  the 
coming  year. 

Both  the  foregoing  and  the  housing  question  has  been  seriously 
affected  by  the  War. 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  has  been  further 
improved  during  the  year.  Six  of  the  fourteen  districts  are  now 
cleansed  by  the  Council’s  own  men  and  carts.  One  district  is  emptied 
by  the  Council’s  man  and  carted  by  farmer,  and  the  remaining  seven 
districts  are  let  by  contract  to  farmers. 

A  Local  Government  Board  Enquiry  was  held  during  the 
year,  in  regard  to  the  question  of  dealing  with  the  refuse  by  means  of 
a  pulverising  plant.  This  was  not  sanctioned  owing  to  the  proposed 
buildings  being  unsuitable.  A  further  scheme  has  been  submitted  to 
the  Board  and  is  yet  under  consideration. 

Smoke  observations  have  again  been  made  during  the  year, 
and  statutory  notices  to  abate  have  been  served  on  three  firms,  with 
satisfactory  results. 

It  was  found  necessary  in  one  case  of  over-crowding  to  serve 
the  usual  Statutory  notice,  which  has  been  complied  with,  but  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  houses,  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  deal  with  over¬ 
crowding. 

A  census  was  taken  during  the  year  of  the  Housing  accom¬ 
modation,  and  a  report  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
Council  have  under  consideration  a  Housing  Scheme,  but  owing  to 
the  present  difficulties,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  postpone  the  same. 

18  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  during  the  year  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  17  were  certified  as  genuine,  and  one 
unsatisfactorv,  in  which  case  the  Council  ordered  legal  proceedings  to 
be  taken,  and  a  summons  was  issued,  but  afterwards  withdrawn  on 
payment  of  all  costs  amounting  to  two  guineas,  as  the  farmer 
obtained  the  milk  from  a  person  outside  the  district,  and  as  this  was 
his  first  offence. 
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Visits  have  been  paid  to  all  the  shops  in  the  district  where 
drapery  is  sold,  in  regard  to  the  Fabrics  (mis-description)  Act,  1913, 
but  so  far  no  material  coming  under  the  Act,  has  been  found  on  sale. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  taken  full  advantage  of 
during  the  year,  78  per  cent  of  the  cases  of  Typhoid,  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  having  been  removed  to  the  Hospital.  Relatives  and 
friends  of  patients  have  again  expressed  to  me  their  appreciation  of  the 
treatment  the  cases  have  received,  as  well  as  the  consideration  and 
sympathy  they  themselves  have  been  shown  by  the  matron  and  staff. 

As  the  co-operation  of  the  Council  is  essential  to  the  due 
carrying  out  of  the  foregoing,  I  beg  to  say  this  has  always  been  accorded 
me,  and  I  again  express  my  indebtedness  to  them  for  their  support  and 
assistance,  in  the  endeavour  to  promote  the  health  of  the  town,  by  im¬ 
proved  sanitary  conditions,  and  the  better  housing  of  the  community. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

F*  J.  A.  GREEN,  AJ.S.E.,  A.RSan.L 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


